
TEACHING AND READING POETRY
WITH ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS
BY KRISTINA ROBERTSON

Even though poetry  gets a  lot  of  attent ion dur ing Poetry  Month in  Apr i l  (as

it  should) ,  i t  is  fun  to  teach any t ime of  year !  I  must  admit  that  I  am drawn

to f ict ion,  and teaching poetry  seemed daunting at  f i rst ;  but  I  have

discovered the joy  of  poetry  whi le  explor ing it  with  my Engl ish language

learners,  and my students have been very  enthusiast ic  about  our  poetry

units.  Here are  some of  the reasons why I 've  enjoyed teaching poetry  so

much with  my ELLs:

Versati l ity

Poetry  is  so versat i le ,  which makes it  a  great  form to use in  the ELL

classroom.  There are  so many types of  poetry  and so many d ifferent  forms

that  eventual ly ,  each student  is  bound to  f ind a  poem or  poet  he or  she

enjoys!

Language

Poems can be used to  introduce or  pract ice new vocabulary ,  language

structures,  and rhyming devices,  and shorter  poems often g ive ELLs a

chance to  explore an idea whi le  working with  a  more manageable  amount of

text  than a  short  story  or  essay.

Culture

In  addit ion,  many ELLs come from cultural  backgrounds r ich  with  poetry  and

folktales.  From the epic  poems of  ancient  c iv i l izat ions to  more modern

pol it ical  poems wr itten dur ing the 20th century ,  poetry  opens an

interest ing h istor ical  and cultural  window,  and students may a l ready be

quite  knowledgeable  about  the poets and poems that  are  an important  part

of  their  her itage.

F ind the l ink  to  th is  art ic le  at  coventry l ibrary .org/ learning-resources .
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THANK YOU, BILL & NANCY
L V K C  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  B i l l  R o g e r s  a n d  N an c y  A b o o d  f o r  o ve r  2 5  a n d

2 2  y e a r s ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  o f  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  L i t e r a c y  V o l un te e r s  o f  K e n t

C o u n t y !  B i l l  s t a r t e d  a s  a  t u t o r ,  w h i l e  N a n c y  s t a r t e d  as  a  t ut or  an d

a s s e s s o r .  B o t h  s e r v e d  i n  v a r i o u s  p o s i t i o n s  o n  t h e  B o a r d o f  D ir e c t o rs

a n d  s p e a k  v e r y  h i g h l y  o f  t h e i r  t i m e  w i t h  L V K C .  W e  are  s a d t o  h e a r  o f

t h e i r  r e t i r e m e n t  f r o m  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  b u t  w e w i s h  t h em  t h e  b e st  in

t h i s  n e x t  c h a p t e r  o f  t h e i r  l i v e s !
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L VK C  is  ab le  t o  t a k e  do n a t i o n s

o nl ine t h ro u g h  P a y P a l !  G o  t o

c o ven t r y l ibra ry . org/ l v kc _ d on a te

or  fo l lo w  the Q R  c o d e  b e l o w !

ANNOUNCEMENTS

URGENT NEED FOR BOARD MEMBERS
L V K C  i s  i n  n e e d  o f  b o a r d  m e m b e r s  t o  f i l l  o p e n  p os it i o n s  on  o u r  b o a rd .

B o a r d  M e m b e r s  a r e  v i t a l  t o  k e e p  o u r  o r g a n i z a t i on  r u n n in g  a n d  i s  a  g r e at

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  f u r t h e r  h e l p  m a k e  a  d i f f e r e n c e in  t h e  c o m m u n it y .  

B o a r d  m e m b e r s  h a v e  a  r e a l  v o i c e  i n  d e c i s io n  m a k in g  a n d f u t u r e

p l a n n i n g  f o r  L V K C .  T h e y  d e v e l o p  a  t r u e  s e n se  o f  a c c o m p l i sh m e n t  b y

b e l o n g i n g  t o  a  v i t a l ,  e f f e c t i v e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  B o a r d  m e m b e rs  d e ve lo p

c o n c r e t e  s k i l l s  i n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  o t h e r s  t o  a c h ie v e  s p e ci f i c  g oa ls .  T h e y

e a r n  r e s p e c t  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  f o r  t h e i r  c o m m i t m e n t  a n d  c o n c er n ,  a n d

t h e y  e n j o y  t h e  f r i e n d s h i p  a n d  s u p p o r t  o f  o t h er  m e m b e rs o f  t he  B o a r d .

P l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  j o i n i n g  o u r  b o a r d  o f  d i r e c t o r s  t o  m a k e  a  d iff e re nc e  i n

t h e  l i v e s  o f  o u r  L V K C  f a m i l y .  F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  h o w  y ou  ca n  h e l p ,

p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  u s  a t  l v k c @ c o v e n t r y l i b r a r y .o r g

CONVERSATION CLASS
L V K C  a n d  t h e  W e s t  W a r w i c k  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  a r e  ho l d in g  co n v er s a t io n

c l a s s e s  a t  t h e  W e s t  W a r w i c k  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  i n  t h e  l an g u ag e  r oo m !

E n g l i s h  l a n g u a g e  l e a r n i n g  ( E L L )  s t u d e n t s  a r e  w el c o m e  t o  j o i n  u s .  O u r

n e x t  m e e t i n g  i s  J u n e  5 ,  2 0 2 6  a t  1 1  A M .  A n n o u n ce m en t  o f  m o re  c las s e s

i s  p e n d i n g .  I f  y o u ’ r e  l o o k i n g  f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e c l a s s,  p lea s e

r e a c h  o u t  t o  l v k c @ c o v e n t r y l i b r a r y . o r g  O R  m a r ia @ w w p l . o r g .

NEW LITERACY ROOM
W e  a r e  m o v i n g  r o o m s  a t  t h e  C o v e n t r y  T o w n  H al l  A n n e x !  L V K C  i s  g et t i ng

a  n e w  p r o g r a m  r o o m  t h a n k s  t o  t h e  C o v e n t r y  P u b l i c  L ib r a ry  an d  t h e

T o w n  o f  C o v e n t r y !  P l e a s e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  o u r  n e xt  e ve n t  i n  t h e A n n ex !

IN MEMORY OF JERRY YOUNG
L V K C  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  e x t e n d  i t s  c o n d o l e n c e s  t o  t h e

f a m i l y  a n d  l o v e d  o n e s  o f  G e r a l d  ( J e rr y )  Y o u n g .

J e r r y  w a s  a  l o n g t i m e  t u t o r  a n d  a s s e s s o r  w i th  t h e

L i t e r a c y  V o l u n t e e r s  o f  K e n t  C o u n ty  f o r  o v er  20

y e a r s .  H i s  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  h i s  s tu d e n t s  a n d  t h e

c o m m u n i t y  w a s  a d m i r a b l e ,  a n d  c h a n g e d  s o  m an y

l i v e s .  T h a n k  y o u  J e r r y  f o r  y o u r  se rv i ce !
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