
4 BIG LEARNINGS FROM YEARS 1-2 AT
SIMPLIFY LANGUAGE - LEE SHAINIS
I n  m y  t r a i n in g s ,  p a r t i c i p a n t s  p r a c t i c e  m a k i n g  c o m m u n i c a t io n  a s  c lear  and b r ief

a s  p o s s i b l e ,  w h i l e  m a i n t a i n i n g  a  p o s it i v e  t o n e  a n d  w i t h o u t  " d u m b ing dow n".

 

W e  a l s o  h a v e  b i g g e r  c o n v e r s a t io n s  a b o u t  t h e  im p a c t  o f  s i m p l if y i ng.  I

a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  m a n y  p e o p l e  w h o  sh a r e d  t h e ir  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r ie n c es to  bu i ld

a w a r e n e s s  f o r  m e  a n d  o th e r s a r o u n d  b i g  4  t o p i c s :  

P O W E R .  L a n g u a g e  i s  p o w e r .  I t  c a n  k e e p  s o m e p e o p l e  i n  p o w e r ,  whi le  th eir

a u d i e n c e s  a r e  c o n f u s e d ,  u n i n f o r m e d ,  a n d  d i s e n g a g e d .  T h e i r  la nguage

e x c l u s i o n  is  i n t e n t i o n a l ,  a n d  i t  m a k e s  t h e ir  l i f e  e a s i e r .  M o s t  o f  us exclu de

p e o p l e  u n k n o w in g l y  a n d  u n i n t e n ti o n a l l y ,  a n d  w e  w a n t  t o  d o  b e tter .  

1 .

P E R M I S S I O N .  P e o p l e  a p p re c i a t e  p e rm iss i o n  t o  c om m u n i c a t e  s imply .  P eople

a r e  t i r e d  o f  e x p e c t a t i o n s  t o  s o u n d  e xt ra  s m a r t  o r  t o  w r i t e  m o re t han they

n e e d  t o .  B e i n g  s i m p le  i s  b e i n g  c o n f i d e n t  a n d  i n c lu s i v e ,  n o t  i g n orant .  I  a lso

l e a r n e d  m o r e  a b o u t  m y  p r i v i le g e ,  a n d  h ow  r a c e ,  g e n d e r ,  a c c en t,  an d other

f a c t o r s  i m p a c t  e x p e c t a t i o n s  o f  u s .  A s  a  w h i t e  m a le ,  I  d o n ’ t  n e ed to  sound

s u p e r  e d u c a t e d  t o  b e l o n g  i n  c e r t a in  g r ou p s .  O t h e r s  e x p e r i e n c e d if feren t

e x p e c t a t i o n s  a n d  ju d g m e n ts  b e c a u s e  of  h o w  t h e y  l o o k  o r  s o u nd.  This  can

a d d  c o m p l e x i t y  a ro u n d  p e r m i s si o n  t o  b e s im p le .  

2 .

S H O C K .  P e o p l e  a r e  s u r p r i s e d  a t  h o w  m u c h  t h e y  l e a r n  f r o m  t r a in ing and how

d i f f i c u l t  i t  i s  t o  s i m p l i f y  t h e i r  c o m m u n ica t i o n .  S im p l i f y in g  r e q uire s

u n l e a r n in g  l i f e l o n g  h a b i t s ,  w h ic h  i s n ’ t  ea s y !  T h e y  d o n ’ t  r e c o g n ize t hey h ave

a  p r o b l e m  u n t i l  I  s h a r e  e x a m p le s  o f  w h a t  g o o d  s i m p l if y i n g  l o o ks l ik e,  and

t h e n  g i v e  t h e m  t h e i r  o w n  c o m m u n i ca t i o n  t o  p r a c t i c e  w i t h .  

3 .

S H I F T I N G  R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y .  I f  y o u  d o n ’t  u n d er s t an d  m e ,  i t ’ s  y our  fau lt  and

t h e r e ’ s  s o m e t h i n g  w r o n g  w i t h  y o u .  T h a t ’ s  h o w  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a roun d

c o m m u n ic a t i o n  e x i s t s  t o d a y .  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  s h o uld  shift .  I f

y o u  d o n ’ t  u n d e r s t a n d  m e ,  t h e re ’ s  s o m e t h in g  I  n e e d  t o  d o  d i f f erent ly .  The

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  s h o u l d  s h i f t  f r o m  “ D o  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d ? ”  t o  “ H o w  can I  _ _ _ _ _ _?” .  

4 .

 

I ' l l  s h a r e  t i p s  a n d  e x p l o r e  t h e s e  t o p i c s  a n d  m a n y  o t h e r s  i n  f u t u r e  new sletters,

a b o u t  o n c e  a  w e e k .  I f  y o u  w a n t  t o  g e t  m y  u p d a t e s  i n  y o u r  i n b o x ,  you  can

s u b s c r i b e  a t  s i m p l i f y l a n g u a g e . c o m
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Voice of  America’s

Learning Engl ish

(Onl ine Resource)

Learning Engl ish is  VOA’s

mult imedia  source of  news

and information for  mi l l ions

of  Engl ish learners

worldwide.

Learning Engl ish began as

Specia l  Engl ish,  which Voice

of  America launched in

1959.  Specia l  Engl ish

newscasts and features

were a  pr imary  f ixture of

VOA’s  internat ional

shortwave broadcasts for

more than half  a  century .  In

2014,  their  l ine  of  products

was expanded to  include

more Engl ish teaching

mater ia ls ,  and the service

became known as Learning

Engl ish.

Learn about  the Beginner

Level ,  Intermediate Level ,

and Advanced Level  mater ia l

on their  website.

l e a r n i n g e n g l i s h .v o a n e w s . c o m

Programs are a lso broadcast

on radio  and satel l i te  TV and

posted on YouTube,

Facebook and Twitter .
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TUTOR TRAINING WORKSHOP
L V K C ’ s  S p r i n g  2 0 2 5  T u t o r  T r a i n i n g  W o r k s h o p  is  s c h e d u le d  f o r  M a r c h

1 0 ,  1 7  a n d  2 5 ,  2 0 2 5  w i t h  a  f o l l o w - u p  o n  A p r i l  2 1 ,  2 0 2 5  in  t h e  L i t e r a c y

R o o m  a t  t h e  C o v e n t r y  T o w n  H a l l  A n n e x  ( 1 6 7 5  F l a t  R i v e r  R d ,  C o v e n t r y ,

R I ) .

I f  y o u  o r  s o m e o n e  y o u  k n o w  m a y  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  b e c o m i n g  a  v o lu n t e e r

t u t o r ,  p l e a s e  f i l l  o u t  t h e  t u t o r  a p p l i c a t i o n  a t  c o v e n t r y l i b r a r y . o r g / t u t o r s

2025 LVKC
BOARD OF

DIRECTORS 
Marga Matheny

Maria  Sai l lant

Co-Presidents

Jyoti  Ganesh

S e cretar y  

Stephanie  Eddleston

T rea sure r

Lauren Walker

L ib ra ry  Di re ct or

Nancy Abood

Lynn Blanchette

Sandra Dupree

Angela  James

Wil l iam Rogers

Jessica Haughton

P r o gr a m  D irector

Robin  Leroux

Of fic e Ass is tant

Contact  Information

1672 Flat  R iver  Road

Coventry ,  R I  02816

401-822-9103

lvkc@coventry l ibrary .org

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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DONATE ONLINE
 D on a t e  to  L VK C  t hrou g h  P a y Pa l

o r  s t a r t  a  Fu n d r ai se r  by  sh ar i ng

y o ur  s t o ry  an d s h a r i n g  i t  o n

s o c i a l  m ed i a .  F i n d  th e  d o na t e

l in k  o n o u r  D o n a t e  w e b p a g e.  

c o v e n try l ib ra ry . o r g / l v k c _d o n a te

CONVERSATION CLASS
L e t ' s  T a l k  C o n v e r s a t i o n  C l a s s  i s  a  s m a l l - g r o u p  E L L  ( E S L )  p r o g r a m

d e s i g n e d  t o  p r i m a r i l y  s e r v e  t h o s e  E L L  s t u d e n t s ,  1 8  o r  o l d e r ,  w h o  a r e

c u r r e n t l y  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  o n e - o n - o n e  t u t o r in g ,  o r  t h o s e  a w a it i n g  a

t u t o r .  T h i s  c o n v e r s a t i o n a l ,  t a s k - o r i e n t e d  p r o g r a m  h e l p s  s t u d e n t s

m a x i m i z e  t h e i r  E n g l i s h  s p e a k i n g  s k i l l s  a n d  i s  f r e e  t o  p a r t i c i p a n t s .

L e t ' s  T a l k  E n g l i s h  C o n v e r s a t i o n  G r o u p  i s  a  g r e a t  w a y  t o :

-  L e a r n  a b o u t  A m e r i c a n  C u l t u r e

-  P r a c t i c e  E n g l i s h  S p e a k i n g  S k i l l s

-  M a k e  F r i e n d s

-  A s k  Q u e s t i o n s

T u e s d a y  m o r n i n g s  f r o m  1 0 : 0 0  -  1 1 : 3 0  A M

E a s t  G r e e n w i c h  F r e e  L i b r a r y  ( 8 2  P e i r c e  S t . ,  E a s t  G r e e n w ic h ,  R I  0 2 8 1 8 )

V i r t u a l  O n l i n e  -  Z o o m  M e e t i n g  ( l i n k  p r o v i d e d  a f t e r  s ig n  u p ) :

W e d n e s d a y  N i g h t s  f r o m  7 : 0 0  -  8 : 3 0  P M

S i g n  u p  o n  o u r  w e b s i t e  a t :  c o v e n t r y l i b r a r y . o r g / le t s- t alk

TUTOR SURVEY
I n  o u r  e f f o r t s  t o  c o n t i n u e  b u i l d i n g  a  s t r o n g e r  l i t e r a c y  c o m m u n it y  a n d

p r o g r a m ,  p l e a s e  t a k e  1 5  m i n u t e s  o f  y o u r  t i m e  t o  c o m p le t e  o u r  s u r v e y .

Y o u r  f e e d b a c k  i s  e x t r e m e l y  v a l u a b l e  t o  L V K C ,  a n d  w e  w a n t  t o  h e a r  y o u r

t u t o r i n g  e x p e r i e n c e .  T h e  s u r v e y  w i l l  h e l p  u s  a s s e s s  t h e  e f f e c t iv e n e s s

o f  o u r  t u t o r i n g  p r o g r a m ,  i d e n t i f y  a r e a s  f o r  im p r o v e m e n t ,  a n d  p r o v i d e

b e t t e r  s u p p o r t  a n d  t r a i n i n g  t o  o u r  T u t o r s  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .

 

S u r v e y :  c o v e n t r y l i b r a r y . o r g / l v k c - t u t o r s - s u r v ey

A s  a  r e m i n d e r ,  p l e a s e  h i t  t h e  s u b m i t  b u t t o n  w h e n  y o u  h a v e  f i n is h e d  t h e

s u r v e y  a n d  w a i t  u n t i l  y o u  s e e  t h e  m e s s a g e  “ T h a n k s  s o  m u c h  f o r  g i v i n g

u s  f e e d b a c k ! ”  b e f o r e  c l o s i n g  t h e  b r o w s e r .   W e  w o u ld  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r

e f f o r t s  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  s u r v e y  b y  F e b r u a r y  2 1 ,  2 0 2 5 .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n t i n u e d  s u p p o r t .  P l e a s e  c o n t a c t

l v k c @ c o v e n t r y l i b r a r y . o r g  f o r  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  a n d t e c h n ic a l  i ss u e s .

https://www.facebook.com/LiteracyVolunteersKentCounty
https://twitter.com/lvkc1
https://www.instagram.com/literacykentcountyri/
https://www.facebook.com/LiteracyVolunteersKentCounty
https://twitter.com/lvkc1
https://www.instagram.com/literacykentcountyri/
https://coventrylibrary.org/tutors
https://coventrylibrary.org/lvkc
https://coventrylibrary.org/lvkc_donate
https://coventrylibrary.org/lets-talk
https://coventrylibrary.org/lvkc-tutors-survey
mailto:lvkc@coventrylibrary.org

