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BLACK HISTORY MONTH
E v e r y  F e b r u a r y ,  p e o p l e  in  th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  c e le b r a t e  t h e

a c h i e v e m e n t s  a n d  h i s t o r y  o f  A f r ic a n  A m e r i c a n s  a s  p a r t  o f  B l a ck History

M o n t h .

I t  s t a r t e d  i n  1 9 1 5  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  th e  l a c k  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t he

a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  o f  B l a c k  p e o p l e  a v a i la b le  t o  t h e  p u b l i c .  H i s t or ian

C a r t e r  G .  W o o d s o n  c o - f o u n d e d  t h e  A s s o c i a t io n  f o r  t h e  S t u d y  of  N egro

L i f e  a n d  H i s t o r y .  I n  1 9 2 6 ,  t h e  g r o u p  d e c l a r e d  t h e  s e c o n d  w e e k of

F e b r u a r y  a s  " N e g r o  H i s t o r y  W e e k "  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  c o n t r i b u t ion s of

A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n s  t o  U . S .  H i s to ry .

T h i s  w e e k  w a s  c h o s e n  b e c a u s e  i t  i n cl u d e s  t h e  b i r t h d a y s  o f  b o th

F r e d e r i c k  D o u g l a s ,  a n  a b o l i t i o n i s t ,  a n d  f o r m e r  U . S .  P r e s i d e n t  Abrah am

L i n c o l n .  P r e s i d e n t  L i n c o ln  l e d  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  d u r in g  t h e  C i v i l  W ar ,

w h i c h  w a s  p r i m a r i l y  f o u g h t  o v e r  th e  e n s l a v e m e n t  o f  B la c k  p e ople  in  the

c o u n t r y .

T h i s  w e e k - l o n g  e v e n t  o f f i c i a l l y  b e ca m e  B la c k  H is t o r y  M o n t h  in  1976

w h e n  U . S .  p r e s i d e n t  G e r a l d  F o r d  e x t e n d e d  t h e  r e c o g n i t io n  t o  " honor  the

t o o - o f t e n  n e g le c t e d  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  o f  B la c k  A m e r ic a n s  i n  e very  area

o f  e n d e a v o r  t h r o u g h o u t  o u r  h i st o r y . "

B l a c k  H i s t o r y  M o n t h  w a s  c r e a t e d  t o  f o cu s  a t t e n t i o n  o n  t h e

c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n s t o  t h e  U n it e d  S t a t e s .  T o d ay Black

H i s t o r y  M o n t h  c o n t i n u e s  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  B la c k  p e o p le  a n d  t h eir

c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t h ro u g h  a c t i v i t i e s  s u c h  a s  m u s e u m  e x h ib i t s  a n d  f i lm

s c r e e n i n g s ,  a n d  b y  e n c o u r a g i n g  t h e  s t u d y  o f  a c h i e v e m e n t s  b y  Afr ican

A m e r i c a n s  y e a r - r o u n d .  W e  e n c o u ra g e  y o u  l e a r n  m o r e ,  a n d  c e le bra te th is

m o n t h !

THIS ISSUE
B l a c k  H i s t o r y  M o n t h

T u t o r  T r a i n i n g  W o r k s h o p

C o n v e r s a t i o n  C l a s s

T u t o r ' s  S o c i a l

A m a z o n S m i l e  -  2 / 2 0 / 2 3

coventrylibrary.org/lvkc

VOCABULARY
lack  -  absence of

something needed,

desirable ,  or  customary

abolit ionist  -  someone who

wanted to  end the pract ice

of  enslaving people

enslavement  -  the act  of

taking or  hold ing someone

as a  s lave

R e s o u r c e  f o r  B l a c k  H i s to r y  M o n t h :

h t t p s : / / k i d s . n a t i o n a l g e o g r a p h ic .c o m

/ h i s t o r y / a r t i c l e / b l a c k -h i s t o r y - m o n t h

TUTOR'S
SOCIAL
O u r  n e x t  T u t o r ' s  S o c i a l  w i l l

b e  o n  M o n d a y ,  M a r c h  6 ,

2 0 2 3  f r o m  1 0 : 0 0  A M  -

1 1 : 0 0  A M .  S h a r e  y o u r  t i p s ,

a n d  e x p r e s s  y o u r  s t r u g g l e s

w i t h  o t h e r  t u t o r s  w h o  m a y

h a v e  i d e a s  t o  h e l p  y o u  w i t h

y o u r  s t u d e n t .  S i g n  u p  o n

o u r  w e b s i t e  i s  e n c o u r a g e d .

R e f r e s h m e n t s  w i l l  b e

p r o v i d e d .  

https://coventrylibrary.org/lvkc
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/history/article/black-history-month
https://coventrylibrary.org/tutors-social


Support  LVKC when

shopping with  Amazon

through AmazonSmile !  Go to

smile.amazon.com  when

going shopping,  and 0.5% of

the pr ice of  e l ig ib le

purchases wi l l  be donated

by Amazon to support  LVKC!

Shop AmazonSmile  in  the

app by going to  your

Settings .

Be sure to  change your

preferred char ity  to

Literacy Volunteers 

of  Rhode Island !

 

N o t e :  A m a z o n S m i le  e n ds on

F e b  2 0 ,  2 0 2 3 .  T ha n k y o u t o

t h o s e  w h o  s u pp o rt e d  u s

t h r o u g h  t h is  p ro g ra m .

FOLLOW US

@LiteracyVolunteersKentCounty

@LVKC1

CONVERSATION CLASS
L e t ' s  T a l k  C o n v e r s a t i o n  C l a s s  i s  a  s m a l l - g r o u p  E L L  ( E S L )  p r o g r a m

d e s i g n e d  t o  p r i m a r i l y  s e r v e  t h o s e  E L L  s t u d e n t s ,  1 8  o r  o l d e r ,  w h o  a r e

c u r r e n t l y  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  o n e - o n - o n e  t u t o r in g ,  o r  t h o s e  a w a it i n g  a

t u t o r .  T h i s  c o n v e r s a t i o n a l ,  t a s k - o r i e n t e d  p r o g r a m  h e l p s  s t u d e n t s

m a x i m i z e  t h e i r  E n g l i s h  s p e a k i n g  s k i l l s  a n d  i s  f r e e  t o  p a r t i c i p a n t s .

L e t ' s  T a l k  E n g l i s h  C o n v e r s a t i o n  G r o u p  i s  a  g r e a t  w a y  t o :

-  L e a r n  a b o u t  A m e r i c a n  C u l t u r e

-  P r a c t i c e  E n g l i s h  S p e a k i n g  S k i l l s

-  M a k e  F r i e n d s

-  A s k  Q u e s t i o n s

T u e s d a y  m o r n i n g s  f r o m  1 0 : 0 0  -  1 1 : 3 0  A M

E a s t  G r e e n w i c h  F r e e  L i b r a r y  ( 8 2  P e i r c e  S t . ,  E a s t  G r e e n w ic h ,  R I  0 2 8 1 8 )

T h u r s d a y  m o r n i n g s  f r o m  1 0 : 0 0  -  1 1 : 3 0  A M

C o v e n t r y  T o w n  H a l l  A n n e x  ( 1 6 7 5  F l a t  R i v e r  R d ,  C o v e n t r y ,  R I  0 2 8 1 6 )

Z o o m  M e e t i n g  ( l i n k  p r o v i d e d  a f t e r  s i g n  u p ) :

W e d n e s d a y  N i g h t s  f r o m  7 : 0 0  -  8 : 3 0  P M

S i g n  u p  o n  o u r  w e b s i t e  a t :  c o v e n t r y l i b r a r y . o r g / le t s- t alk

TUTOR TRAINING WORKSHOP
O u r  S p r i n g  2 0 2 3  T u t o r  T r a i n i n g  W o r k s h o p  i s  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  T u e s d a y s ,

A p r i l  4 ,  1 1 ,  1 8 ,  2 0 2 3  f r o m  6  -  8 : 3 0  P M  i n  t h e  L i t e r a c y  R o o m  a t  t h e

C o v e n t r y  T o w n  H a l l  A n n e x  ( 1 6 7 5  F l a t  R i v e r  R o a d ,  C o v e n t r y ,  R I ) .

T h i s  w o r k s h o p  w i l l  c o v e r  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  a d u l t  l e a r n i n g ,  g o a l  s e t t i n g

a n d  c a s e  s t u d y ,  l a n g u a g e  l e a r n i n g  a c t i v i t i e s ,  t e a c h in g  t e c h n i q u e s  a n d

l e s s o n  p l a n n i n g ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a w a r e n e s s  f o r  c u l t u r a l  d i f f e r e n c e s .  I f  y o u

k n o w  o f  s o m e o n e  w h o  m a y  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  b e c o m i n g  a  v o lu n t e e r  t u t o r

g i v e  t h e m  a  h e a d s  u p  t o  a p p l y  a s  a  t u t o r  in  o u r  p r o g r a m .
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Contact  Information

1672 Flat  R iver  Road

Coventry ,  R I  02816

401-822-9103

lvkc@coventry l ibrary .orgcoventrylibrary.org/lvkc

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/homepage/ref=smi_chpf_redirect?ie=UTF8&ein=05-0474449&ref_=smi_ext_ch_05-0474449_cl
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/homepage/ref=smi_chpf_redirect?ie=UTF8&ein=05-0474449&ref_=smi_ext_ch_05-0474449_cl
https://www.facebook.com/LiteracyVolunteersKentCounty/
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